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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To remove influence of illumination 
conditions or the like in reading a figure. 

SOLUTION: A major color extraction means 14 extracts a major 
color based on a local peak value in a color histogram contained in 
color images inputted from an image input means 1 2 and 
decomposes the major color image for every major color from which 
the color image is extracted. A combination creation means 16 
creates a combination image by combining decomposed major color 
images. A figure area extraction means 18 extracts the major color 
image and a character area candidate from the combination images. 
An figure recognition means 20 performs a character recognition 
process to all extracted character area candidates, and obtains the 
best character recognition result by the character recognition 
reliability of a character recognition processing result. 
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